
At our October 1 Ministry Celebration Lunch, the Long-Range Planning Team presented its vision for the 

future of First Christian Church. Because we are a strong and healthy congregation, this vision builds on 

the strengths of the ministry we already do.  
 

Our financial gifts have made our story possible this year, and our increased pledges for 2018 will help us 

live into the vision ahead of us.  

 

 
 

We envision First Christian Church to be a place that welcomes all people,  

cultivates relationships and community across identities, and creates space for  

sacred conversations.  
 

At a time when the world around us feels increasingly divided, we feel called to do the hard work of bring-

ing people together. Our small group ministry provides opportunities for connection and conversation at 

the Agape Womenõs Group, Vintage Bunch, Tuesdayõs Table Topics, Thursdayõs Table Talk, and Sunday 

morningõs small group Bible Study. Our Care Team, the Elders, and our pastor spend time visiting folks 

who arenõt able to come to church, caring for the sick and hospitalized, and celebrating lifeõs joys. Our 

Congregational Enrichment Team provides hospitality at all-church meals, giving old friends and new a 

chance to catch up (and we do like to eat around here!) Welcome Gatherings help newcomers find ways 

to engage in our many ministries. In 2017, weõre spending approximately $36,000 to help cultivate relation-

ships and build community. 
 

Whatõs our story for 2018? 
 

With an increase in pledges, we could provide more regular opportunities for all-church fellowship, like 

picnics, playdates, and potluck dinners. We could devote more resources to letting the community know 

weõre here, and inviting new friends. We could become an open and affirming congregation, so that people 

know we mean it when we say that all are welcome. We could build on our small group ministries and  

create new opportunities for meaningful conversation.  

 

 



We envision using our church familyõs love to reach out and serve others in the 

community and provide hope to all of Godõs children. 
 

Outreach to our community has always been important to this congregation. Weõre currently dedicating       

approximately $45,000 toward outreach ministries, including our various hands-on partnerships with Glen Ha-

ven Community Center, Cone Elementary School, and the One Step Further Food Pantry; our financial support 

of Greensboro Urban Ministry and other local organizations; our support of regional and denominational     

ministries; and staff time to support this work.  
 

Whatõs our story for 2018? 
 

With an increase in pledges, we could enhance our presence in the community and work together on a     

meaningful, all-church service project. Maybe weõll team up with Habitat for Humanity and help build a house. 

Maybe weõll work with Church World Service and help resettle a refugee family. Maybe weõll get more involved 

with FaithAction International House, and get to know our immigrant neighbors a little better. Together, we 

could have a big impact in our community.  
 

 
 

 

 

We envision a church in which our congregational life overflows into meaningful,  

energized and sacred worship which reflects the diversity of our church.  
 

Sunday morning worship is the center of our life together. Itõs where we connect with each other, hear each 

otherõs stories, spend time in Godõs presence, engage the ancient scriptures, sing our hearts out, lift up our 

prayers, and share in the feast of the communion table. This year, weõre spending around $69,000 on our    

worship life. That money supports our ministry staff, which spend significant time preparing for worship, both in 

the sanctuary and in childrenõs church. It also purchases worship materials, like music, communion supplies, and 

candles.  



Whatõs our story for 2018? 
 

With an increase in pledges, we could make our worship even more life-giving and meaningful than it already 

is. We could increase our multi-media capabilities in the sanctuary. We could invite guest musicians and try 

out a variety of music styles. Our worship could truly reflect the lively, diverse, engaging congregation we are 

the rest of the week. 

 

 

 

We envision a church that nurtures the faith formation of all members by         

engaging our hearts and minds in the spiritual practice of prayer, the study of 

scripture, and respectful and thoughtful conversations.  
 

A few years ago, we did away with our struggling Sunday school program on Sunday mornings. Since then, 

weõve been exploring new ways for us to grow and learn together. New small groups on Sunday mornings 

and weeknights offer opportunities for adults to gather for Bible study and conversation. An occasional 

speaker series brings in experts from nearby universities to introduce us to new ideas. Our Sunday night 

youth program provides Christian Education to kids in kindergarten through high school, and our nursery 

caregivers take good care of our youngest children while their parents learn and worship. This year, weõre 

spending approximately $35,000 to make all this happen.  
 

Whatõs our story for 2018? 
 

With an increase in pledges, we could devote more staff time to developing a comprehensive plan and goals 

for education. We could offer engaging Bible study opportunities at a variety of times, and we could subsidize 

books and materials for participants. Our study of the scriptures could help us better engage the world 

around us.  

 

 
 

We envision a church that makes good use of its resources by being good       

stewards of our building, managing financial assets well, and developing efficient 

organizational structures that fully support our mission.  
 

Letõs be honest: it costs a lot to keep this church running. Weõre spending $96,000 this year on property and 

administration costs, including staff time, building maintenance, insurance, utilities, and organizational        

infrastructure like bookkeeping and payroll. Weõre already making better use of our building than we were a 

year ago: new community groups like the Arc of Greensboro and Church World Service have joined Salvage 

Garden, AA and Alanon, and the Sunset Hills Neighborhood Association as regular users of our space. 


